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Work Ready Communities

Progress

Steering Committee

Defined Work Ready

Reviewed Established Programs

Kentucky Spin – Economic Developers & 

 
Business

Garnered Key Stakeholder Support

Application and Process
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Work Ready Communities
Criteria

Graduation Rates

National Career Readiness Certificate Holders

Community Commitment

Educational Attainment

Soft Skills

Digital Literacy

Supplemental:  GED and Occupational Credentials

Other established 

 
programs use fewer 

 
criteria…

 

Kentucky has 

 
developed value in the 

 
process itself!

 

Other established 

 
programs use fewer 

 
criteria…

 

Kentucky has 

 
developed value in the 

 
process itself!
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Work Ready Communities

Value of Process

Requires Collaboration

Establish Community Goals

Responsive to Business Needs

Focuses Community Leadership

Builds New Relationships

Better Decision Making

Increase communication 

 
and collaboration

 
between workforce 

 
boards, economic 

 
development agencies, 

 
technical, secondary and 

 
post‐secondary educators, 

 
and elected officials.

 

Increase communication 

 
and collaboration

 
between workforce 

 
boards, economic 

 
development agencies, 

 
technical, secondary and 

 
post‐secondary educators, 

 
and elected officials.
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Work Ready Communities
Support/Endorsement

Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Executives Association

Kentucky Association for  Economic Development

Cabinet for Economic Development

Kentucky Association of Counties

Kentucky Department of Education
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Work Ready Communities

Application Materials

Frequently Asked Questions

Application Checklist

Work Ready Community Criteria and Thresholds

Application Form

Narrative Forms

Sample Letter of Commitment
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Work Ready Communities

Request 

 
Application 

 
Materials

 

Request 

 
Application 

 
Materials

Organize 

 
Local 

 
Application 

 
Committee

 

Organize 

 
Local 

 
Application 

 
Committee

Complete 

 
Application

 

Complete 

 
Application

Write 

 
Narratives

 

Write 

 
Narratives

Gather 

 
Signatures 

 
and 

 
Attachments

 

Gather 

 
Signatures 

 
and 

 
Attachments

SubmitSubmit

Review 

 
by Panel

 

Review 

 
by Panel

Recommend 

 
to KWIB

 

Recommend 

 
to KWIB

Review 

 
Panel: 

 
Notify

 

Review 

 
Panel: 

 
Notify

Gather 

 
Data

 

Gather 

 
Data Qualified?Qualified? Supplemental 

 

Criteria?

 

Supplemental 

 

Criteria?

Gather 

 
Data

 

Gather 

 
Data

Approval?Approval?

Proposed Process
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Work Ready Communities

Key Next Steps

Form the Review Panel

Incorporate New System Brand

Rollout in Fall
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Work Ready Communities

QUESTIONS/DISCUSSION
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